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s you know, February 14 is Valentine’s Day. Valentine’s Day “…is recognized as a significant cultur-

al, religious, and commercial celebration of romance and love in many regions of the world.” Traditionally
we send cards and flowers or perhaps give boxes of candy to our “special someone” as an expression of
our love. It is a good thing to set aside a specific day to say “I love you” in a special way. However, I think
you would agree that genuine love should characterize our relationships every day and regular expressions of genuine love should be part of every loving relationship. It is with Valentine’s Day in the foreground that I want to make a declaration about love.
Love is the most powerful force in all of creation!! I realize that such a statement is open to several
technical objections. However, if you will indulge me for a moment I hope to be able to make clear what I
mean and to convince you there is a deep truth and one filled with beauty tucked into that statement.
The love of which I speak is eternal. It is the single most qualifying attribute of God and most fully describes the relationship which exists within the Triune God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit – before the
foundations of the world – “God is love” (1 John 4:8, 16 NIV). Jesus makes this clear in His in both His
declaration to the disciples and in His prayer to His Father on the night He surrender Himself to the authorities to be crucified –
“…the world must learn that I love the Father” (John 14:31 NIV)
“Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory,
the glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the
world” (John 17:24 NIV).
God is utterly relational, as is clear from His eternal names – Father, Son and Spirit. These are names or
titles which describe the eternal and ongoing relationships which exist within the Trinity. God is infinitely
Father, Son and Spirit and the relationship He has within the Trinity is one of perfect love – in both quality
and expression (cf. 1 John 4:8, 16). This love is who He is “essentially” or within Himself. And this love,
by its very nature, is expressive or perfectly active in its expression outward. Hence, it is this “IntraTrinitarian” love – Father, Son and Spirit – which delights in expressing itself in creation.
It is the Father’s love for the Son and the Son’s love for the Father – both expressed by the Spirit – which
acted in power to create from nothing. That is the reason they are all seen as present in creating (cf.
Genesis 1:1-3; also John 1:1-4; Colossians 1:15-17; Hebrews 1:1-2). In addition, God’s love is the reason He created man to be like Him, in His image. (cf. Genesis 1:26-27 – notice the plural – “Let us make
man in our image”; 2:7). We are created from the pleasure of God’s love – Father, Son and Spirit – to
know or experience that love and to return it back to Him in pure worship. That is the reason as God –
Father, Son and Spirit – looked on His creation, the perfect outward expression of His shared loved, the
Scripture says, “God saw all that he had made, and it was very good” (Genesis 1:31 NIV). Up to this
point, before the creation of man in His image, He had simply referred to His work as “good” (1:4, 10, 12,
18, 21, 25). Creation was not complete or “very good” until He had created man able to experience His
love, return His love and give His love to others. The love of God had now been poured out, in unspeakable power, in creation from nothing and was on display in His image bearers. They were abiding in His
love both in their relationship with God and with one another – “The man and his wife were both naked,
and they felt no shame” (Genesis 2:25 NIV).
In Genesis 3 we have the record of man’s fall into sin and the consequent curse on both man and all of
creation. Among all of the things that can be said about the fall, most important among them is the truth
that man rejected the pleasure of the experience of God’s love and abandoned his love for God, choosing rather the pleasure of the “stuff” of creation and the perversion of love for self. It was a failure or corruption of love which resulted in an immediate alienation from God and the inability to experience His
love rightly, followed by a consequent corruption in man’s ability to express and receive right love from
each other – “Then the eyes of both of them were opened and they realized they were naked; so they…
made coverings for themselves” (Genesis 3:7 NIV). Man, whom God created as objects of His IntraTrinitarian love, became objects of His wrath (cf. Ephesians 2:1-3). Had the power of love, exhibited in
creation, been defeated by the power of sin? Absolutely not!!

The power of God’s Intra-Trinitarian love was as indomitable as it was immutable (unchanging). Creation love rose to become Redeemer love in the Incarnation of the Son (cf. John 1:1-18; John 3:1617; Romans 5:12-21; 1 John 3:1, 16; Ephesians 2:1-3, 4-5). However, redemption is not simply an
expression of God’s love for us. His Redeemer love finds its power in the unchanging nature of the
eternally existent and perfectly active/expressed love within the life of the Triune God (cf. John 14:3031 – Jesus’ love for the Father in redemption is a return of the Father’s love for Jesus in redemption 15:9; This love that is on display in redemption is the very love shared in the life of God before the
foundations of the world – 17:20-26).
It is the power of that love which was at work in the council of God, before the act of creation or in
creation’s plan, with the cost of redemption and restoration fully in view – a cost to which God fully
committed, in love (cf. Ephesians 1:3-14; 2 Timothy 1:8-10; Revelation 13:8). This work of redemption was directed, by the love of God and from the heart of God, to achieve the salvation of those created to experience, return and express His love. We would become New Creations (cf. 2 Corinthians
5:17-21). Now we are able to “know” His love – the love perfectly expressed within the life of God.
The fullness perfectly and perpetually experienced in the life and love of the Triune God is now made
available to us in Christ and by His Spirit in the context of daily life. (cf. Ephesians 3:14-21; John 14:1
-6, 21, 23; 17:1-3, 20-26).
The transformation brought on by the power of God’s love in redemption is no less than the power of
creation love. Indeed, I would argue that the greater glory of that love is seen in the work of the New
Creation. The God who loved us in His pristine work of creation – when the work of that love was
fractured at its very foundation – He loved us with the power on display in Incarnation, Crucifixion,
Resurrection and Exaltation He loved us in such a way as to go to the very foundations to repair the
fracture. Now once again we bear His image in love – image restored – as those created anew in the
likeness of Jesus. We, who now may experience His love and return His love, may also express His
love to one another (carefully read 1 John 4:7-21).
Know that when I say I love you, I am expressing the weak fickle emotion of my heart with the desire/
prayer that I would grow in my ability to love you with the power and unchanging nature of the love
God which is mine to experience, to return to Him in worship and to express to you in substance.
In His Love,
Mike

48 Years Since
Although most of us went about the day as normal without giving it a second thought (myself included), two Fridays ago
marked the 48th anniversary of a dark historic day in the United States of America. On January 22, 1973, the Supreme
Court handed down a monumental decision in the Roe vs. Wade case that effectively legalized abortion on demand in all
50 of our states. Forty-eight years is a long time, and it is easy for us to forget events such as this one and the significant
role it has played in shaping our culture into what it is today.
This event happened seven years before I was even born, but thankfully my parents along with many others helped to
educate me about the serious moral issues involved in the practice of abortion. I remember going to pro-life rallies as a kid
and regularly praying for pregnant mothers and even abortion doctors in our church meetings. There was also a significant
focus on helping to provide alternatives to abortion clinics by supporting local adoptions and giving needed resources especially to pregnant single women. I don’t know the extent to which my own young children will encounter this issue in their
lives, but I can see the clear direction we continue to be heading as a third generation inherits a society scarred by decades
of this legalized evil. I pray that they will see and embrace a biblical pattern for marriage, family, and sexuality and not fall
into the same destructive way of thinking that distorts, justifies and even celebrates clear aberrations to God’s beautiful
design.
Although abortions were certainly performed long before our nation’s highest court made its decision, there is no arguing the fact that this event opened the door wide and accelerated this unfortunate practice to the extent that today, an estimated 62 million unborn Americans have been killed since 1973. We are morally accountable for this sin as a nation, and
we cannot escape the fact that our society will face the judgment of God for this evil.

It is still important for us to consider how the unfortunate Roe decision was not made in a vacuum. The broader culture at
the time certainly impacted the court, and now, as a result, certain legal decisions are continuing their impact on culture.
Although the conditions that gave rise to legalized abortion are complex, it is not entirely difficult to observe how our culture
drifted in a direction that allowed for this high-profile decision to be made legally. First of all, it certainly was not spearheaded
or ever fueled from a legal standpoint. In fact, the constitutional justification for Roe vs. Wade was quite shoddy at best. Justice Henry Blackman, who famously wrote the opinion for the decision, basically admitted in his memoirs that a personal decision in favor of abortion was made first, and then the legal justification for it was pieced together afterwards. Upon his retirement, he mentioned regarding the famous case, saying, “It's a step that had to be taken . . . toward the full emancipation of
women."
I actually read through the entire Roe vs. Wade Supreme Court opinion document on my own this week and was appalled at the legal reasoning behind the decision (obviously also appalled at the moral reasoning). What exactly was the
constitutional argument offered by the court? Well, it was grounded in a woman’s “right to privacy.” However, because the
Constitution never actually mentions this so-called right, the 7-2 majority in this case perceived it implicitly in language so
legally broad you could drive a truck through. Blackman wrote:
This right of privacy, whether it be founded in the Fourteenth Amendment's concept of personal liberty and
restrictions upon state action, as we feel it is, or, as the District Court determined, in the Ninth Amendment's
reservation of rights to the people, is broad enough to encompass a woman's decision whether or not to
terminate her pregnancy.
At the end of the day, the entire legal and moral focus was placed exclusively on the pregnant woman. Thus, the argument hinged on whether a State could deny a woman this “choice.” Furthermore, the court argued that the State would impose a detrimental harm upon the pregnant woman by denying her the choice. Reading through the language, you can see
over and over again how the personhood of the unborn child has to be minimized and completely dismissed in order for all of
this justification to be plausible (thus the frequent term “fetus” or the general term “pregnancy”). You don’t hear a word about
the child’s constitutionally protected “right to privacy,” or the unborn baby’s right to choose in the matter. As you know, this is
because it ultimately comes down to the question of when human life begins. And on this supremely important question, the
Supreme Court decided to punt the football.
In combination with the complete dismissal of the unborn child’s personhood was an over-magnification of the woman’s
sovereignty with regard to her pregnancy. In the context of the 70s, several waves of progressive feminism combined with
the elevated worship of individual personal autonomy marched throughout modern culture, establishing a new vision for society over and against one of traditional yet eroding values and truth claims. Previously held authorities based on divine revelation (e.g. Scripture and the Church) were replaced with science and individual opinions. On the question of the origin of
human life, Blackman wrote in the Roe opinion:
We need not resolve the difficult question of when life begins. When those trained in the respective disciplines of
medicine, philosophy, and theology are unable to arrive at any consensus, the judiciary, at this point in the development of man's knowledge, is not in a position to speculate as to the answer.
You can perceive a clear bias in favor of the current stream of scientific thought in the 1970s. He was essentially saying that
since we can’t all agree when life begins, the court will decide in favor of where it appears the scientific community (“the development of man’s knowledge”) is headed.
The question, “what is true?” shifted to, “what is true for me?” Along with this replacement of authority came a newly
revised definition of human begins—creatures not of value because they are made in the image of God, but subjective products of evolutionary forces. As a result, the purpose and meaning of marriage and sexuality was modified in our culture to
custom fit the revised definition of the self. This is evident in the sexual revolution that gained serious momentum in the
1960s. Anything that got in the way of the self-defined individual’s pursuit of happiness is something that this individual
should have the right to be rid of, including a pregnancy and unborn child.
Well, there’s certainly much more to be said on this subject. I just pray that we remain steadfast in our Christian
convictions with regard to these important matters and not fail to defend the lives of the unborn. Ultimately, this is not a fight
that is won politically or legally, but one that is spiritual in nature. Christians have a gospel message of hope and redemption
which compels us to love others with the same love and forgiveness that God has shown to us. Thus, with grace and truth
we offer gospel healing to all men and women who have been affected by our abortion-celebrating culture. Let us continue to
pray that God would bring healing to our land in this area by honoring and protecting all human lives made in His image.
In the Peace of Our Lord,
Daniel

WOMEN’S MINISTRIES
MOMS IN PRAYER
Each Monday at 8:00 AM, women are invited to join in a time of prayer for our families.
Prayer requests can be submitted by contacting Nanci Benedict or the church office.
All requests are kept confidential within the Moms in Prayer group.
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Join the women on Monday mornings from 9:30 to 11:00.
Currently studying Haggai, Ezra and Nehemiah.
Download a lesson from the church website or pick one up from the narthex table.
Child care is not available at this time.
FELLOWSHIP/BOOK STUDY
Women’s Fellowship meets on Saturday mornings at 7:30. The ladies are currently
in the book “The Blessing of Humility” by the late Jerry Bridges.
Please call the church office for meeting location.
WOMEN’S GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
If you have suffered a recent loss, or are having a hard time dealing with any loss,
we invite you to join the Grief Group. The ladies meet on Tuesday afternoons at 2:30.
For more information and meeting location, please call Gail Arterburn at 836-1361.
WOMEN’S RETREAT
Ladies, save the date! The 2021 retreat has already been scheduled.
Mark your calendars for April 30—May 2 and join us a Zephyr Point, Lake Tahoe!

MEN’S MINISTRIES
MEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Men’s Bible Study meets Saturday mornings in person and via Zoom at 7:30
for fellowship and Bible study. Daniel Ransom leads the study.
MEN’S RETEAT
The annual (except for 2020) Men’s Retreat has been scheduled for August 27-29, 2021
at Jackson Meadows Reservoir. Details to follow in the coming months.

Sorry, this was missed for the January Newsletter A Christmas Greeting
Dear GCC family,
Merry Christmas from Bulgaria! You are all in my prayers and thoughts as we approach the holidays and the end
of the year. Christmas will look different this year, but I praise God for his beautiful message of hope, love, and
salvation that transcends our circumstances or locations. Varna and Graeagle feel particularly far apart this year,
but it makes me especially appreciative of the gospel, which unites us wherever we are.
Thank you for continuing to keep me, Bulgaria, and the students in your prayers! Thank you also for supporting
the ministry and allowing me to continue sharing the good news of Jesus during this time when more students than
ever are asking deep questions about faith.
I miss you guys!
Liz Howald

By Phone
1.

Dial (408) 638-0968

2. Enter meeting ID# 892 3561 7768,
then press #
3. There will be a request to enter an optional
Personal ID #. Ignore this and press # to
continue.

Sundays
8:00 AM Worship Service (in the church building)
10:00 AM Worship Service (in the church building)
At this time the above services are limited to 50 each service.
Reservations are a must.
Call, text or email to save your place.
530-354-6131
graeaglechurch@gmail.com
10 AM Worship Service
Live streaming on YouTube and Facebook
at Graeagle Community Church
Live on Zoom (Audio Only)

4. You should be admitted to join the conference
by phone. You will automatically be muted unless you press *
By Computer:
Option #1 Join Zoom Meeting by clicking: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89235617768
Meeting ID: 892 3561 7768
Option #2 Open a web browser and go to
www.zoom.us and select "join a meeting" in the
upper right corner. Then enter the Meeting ID:
892 3561 7768
You have the option to either download and use
a Zoom software application on your computer
or continue and join through your web browser. Either way, you will need to enter the meeting ID# 892 3561 7768, make sure Zoom has permission to use your camera and microphone, and
join the conference.

4 PM Children/Family Service

Tuesdays
6 PM Online Bible Study

Wednesdays
5 PM Godward (Youth Group)

Saturdays
7:30 AM Men’s Bible Study with Pastor Daniel
in person and on Zoom
Please contact Pastor Daniel or the church office

ALSO MEETING IN PERSON
Moms in Prayer, Grief Group, Women’s Bible Study
and Women’s Fellowship are all meeting at
their regular times.
(See the February Calendar)
Call the church office for details.

Godward

(Youth Group)

Meeting on Wednesdays
at 5:00 PM
Questions? Call Pastor Daniel

Above all, love each
other deeply ...

1 Peter 4:8a

KIDS—watch the mail for a new
publication just for you. If you
don’t get a copy of Kids’ Konnection
in the mail, have mom or dad call
the church office!

Sun

Mon

1

8 AM Moms in
Prayer

Tue

2

8 AM Worship
10 AM Worship

8

8 AM Moms in
Prayer
9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study

4 PM Children/
Family Service

14

8 AM Worship
10 AM Worship
4 PM Children/
Family Service

7 PM Church
Board Meeting

15

8 AM Moms in
Prayer
9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study

2:30 PM Grief
Group
6 PM Online
Bible Study

1 PM Prayer

9

10

2:30 PM Grief
Group

1 PM Prayer

6 PM Online
Bible Study

5 PM Godward
(Youth Group)

16

17

2:30 PM Grief
Group

1 PM Prayer

6 PM Online
Bible Study

21

8 AM Worship
10 AM Worship

22

8 AM Moms in
Prayer
9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study

4 PM Children/
Family Service

28

8 AM Worship
10 AM Worship

4 PM Children/
Family Service

3

Thu

4

Fri

5

10 AM Knit, Crochet, Quilt and
Pray

9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study

7

Wed

6

7:30 AM Men’s
Bible Study
7:30 AM Women’s Fellowship*

5 PM Godward
(Youth Group)

11

12

13

7:30 AM Men’s
Bible Study
7:30 AM Women’s Fellowship*

18

19

20

7:30 AM Men’s
Bible Study
7:30 AM Women’s Fellowship*

5 PM Godward
(Youth Group)

23

24

2:30 PM Grief
Group

1 PM Prayer

6 PM Online
Bible Study

Sat

5 PM Godward
(Youth Group)

25

26

27

7:30 AM Men’s
Bible Study
7:30 AM Women’s Fellowship*

1-Jesse Fellner
Luke Thompson
2-Lloyd Buckner
Curtis Clarkson

15-Natasha Griffin
Gwen Mansbridge
16-Steve Clark
Shirley O'Donnell

5-Peter Rast

17-Russ Bowring

6-Rory Bowring

20-Ron Tucker

7-Brian Mudd
9-Michael Green
Dottie Jenkins
11-Danni Poole
12-Mark Klemesrud

Ella Yates
21-Vallea Brown
22-Rodger Thompson
23-Belinda Warner
Jim Wheaton

13-Mike Rinehart

24-Gloria LaPlant

14-Mike Deacon

28-Claire Mudd

Jan Zygner

2-Steve & Penny Boeck
11-Steve & Vallea Brown
14-Russ & Rory Bowring
Chad & Natasha Griffin
Jeff & Tami MacInnes
15-Tim & Judy St. Denis
18-Jeff & Lynn Turner

