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I love Luke’s telling of the story of Jesus’ birth. It is certainly the fullest of the birth and infancy
narratives. As we saw in last week’s sermon, it begins with Gabriel’s visit to Zechariah in Luke 1:5
and extends through the family’s return to Nazareth. From among those passages my absolutely
favorite Christmas passage is the story of Gabriel’s visit to Mary’s recorded in Luke 1:26-38. Everything about that story screams humility and glory at the same time. Second only to Mary’s story
is the account of Jesus’ birth in Luke 2:1-15. I love everything about that passage! When I say I love everything about that passage what I mean is that it is all comfort, encouragement and hope for me and none
of it creates dissonance in my soul. It is filled with wonderful and glorious paradox. There is the awesome
“otherness” of the God who is Creator, who is beyond all things and in every way transcends His creation.
Yet we see this Transcendent Creator at the same time wondrously “imminent” and moving sovereignly
and with great care over every page of human history – masterfully and lovingly shaping its every sentence and filling every moment with love and grace in the most unexpected ways. We find that surprisingly, even shockingly, all along, from before the first word of creation was spoken and certainly, from our
perspective, since Genesis 3, He was directing all of human history – not simply as Creator but as Redeemer – to this very moment. Paradoxically, this passage, which is so simply written and is steeped in
such humility, explodes with glory. My fear for both you and me is that we are so familiar with the passage and so grounded in such a westernized, affluent, and up to now, culturally accepted Christianity that
the wonder of this story is dulled in our reading. I’m re-reading parts of Dawson’s book “Jesus Ascended.” In the first chapter he reflects in print on the wonderful church he pastors. In his reflections he asks a
series of penetrating “what if” questions – questions he cannot answer in the abstract. He closes his reflections with a brief explanation for what troubles him.
“We are all infected with the pluralism of the age, constantly breathing the air of consumerism
and the culture of disbelief. The sweet breaths of the far country of heaven which we receive in
spite of our faults in worship and study just barely keep us hoping that we are meant for more than
the world around us offers.”
In this brief look at this passage – to be expanded in a sermon to follow – I would like to simply pause
over three parts of this passage to breathe together for a moment, as Dawson says, some of “the sweet
breaths of the far country of heaven.”
In 2:1-7 Luke is faithful to his stated purpose (cf. 1:1-4) by providing for us a series of verifiable historical/geographical “markers” for his narrative. In verses 1-3 Luke gives us a look into the halls of power of
Caesar’s imperial government. The reader would have known that by this time Augustus had already
reigned for about 27 of his 45 years. They would have known that such decrees were issued without consideration for the hardship caused the people and with no recourse offered them. So when Joseph and
Mary were introduced in verse 4 the readers would have easily felt the weight of a pregnant young woman
and her husband displaced and facing the hardship of travel away from family and home. They would
have understood the struggles of Mary and Joseph going through the birth to their first baby, perhaps
without the help of a midwife and in a place intended for animals – with a only a manger in which to lay
her baby. The story is real – the hardship for them would’ve been palpable.
However, something else would likely not have been lost on those first readers – certainly it is not lost on
us. In 2:4-7 Luke makes it clear that this was connected to an ancient prophecy of Messiah. He is careful
to give details about Joseph’s lineage because he wanted to establish that this baby was Messiah. That has
significant implications not the least of which is the implication that the decree of Caesar Augustus, on a
superficial level, was the decree of an emperor of a sovereign nation with no consideration for the God of
Israel or His promises to His people. Certainly he had no knowledge of the identity of these two travelers
or the baby soon to be born. However, at the level of the will and workings of the Sovereign over all

nations and over all of humanity and over creation itself – Caesar did not know that his entire reign,
and certainly this decree, was part of the plan of the One who alone is the God – that He might bring
forth His Son, conceived in the “power of the Most High” and born of this virgin young woman. The
One to be born to Mary and Joseph that day in Bethlehem would be called the Son of God and He
would sit on the throne of David and in would be before Him that every rule, power and authority
would ultimately bow. That little baby born to such humble parents and in such humble circumstances
would be King Jesus of the eternal and unshakeable Kingdom (cf. 1:26-37). He alone would be the
hope of all mankind!
It is after a simple provided detail (cf. 2:8) that the narrative explodes with glory. First a single angel
appeared to announce the “newborn King” to the unsuspecting shepherds in the field. As soon as the
angel appeared the glory of the Lord flooded the night sky and the shepherds were predictably terrified! And like with Zechariah and Mary before – the angel tells them not to be afraid. The announcement to follow is one of the fulfillment of the covenant promise of God – one of unspeakable glory
and unparalleled hope and joy (cf. 2:9-12). What followed was as though the angels of heaven who
looked on could not remain silent – they burst forth in what seems to be spontaneous worship, “Glory
to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests” (Luke 2:14 NIV).
It seems fittingly paradoxical that the birth of this unspeakably glorious King – this God-Man – would
first be announced to humble shepherds at night and out in the Judean countryside as they tended their
sheep and not to Caesar. Indeed, from what we can tell, these humble shepherds whose names were
likely unknown to any in government leader or among high society, were the first to look upon the
face of the Holy Child – who would bear their sin and bring their salvation. These humble shepherds
were intentionally made part of the story and they were the first to worship and bear witness to the
King (cf. 2:15-20).
It is true that we live in somewhat unprecedented times. It seems to bring a kind of weight to every
day and a sense of helplessness. The threat of someone we love contracting the virus and not being
able to fight it off is significant. However, there is the feeling that the governmental leaders are randomly issuing mandates which seem more politics than science or health. Because of our physical alienation and our culture’s deep and hateful divide we are unable to pool our significant resources to
face the threat. Many feel that they/we have no voice with our leaders and for the first time since I’ve
been a Christian I sense that the biblical church seems cast as an enemy to a significant portion of our
culture. If all of that weren’t enough, we in the church are at odds with each other about how to best
address the problems we face and our conversations seem ignited by the same intense feelings which
have divided out culture.
Let’s, for a moment, return to that first century town of Bethlehem and to that field outside of town.
Let’s look carefully and see this Transcendent Creator wondrously “imminent” and moving sovereignly and with great care over every page of our history – no less masterfully and lovingly shaping
its every sentence and filling every moment with love and grace in the most unexpected ways. Let’s
consider that surprisingly, even shockingly, all along, from before the first word of creation was spoken and certainly, from our perspective, since Genesis 3, He was directing all of human history – not
simply as Creator but as Redeemer – to this very moment in our history. We are not living in a time
that is out of control or experiencing anything at all that has not issued forth for the hand of our loving
Father. We are not at the mercy of any governmental leader, any cultural force or movement and certainly not of any impersonal and deadly virus. Let’s hear the angel’s words as filled with promise –
because as every moment of history is directed by the hand of God to that central moment in redemptive history – so too – every moment since has issued forth from that place and time – the Savior’s
birth – AND it all finds its substance and meaning in Him. This day is filled with “good news of great
joy that is for all people” and for every time “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests” (Luke 2:14 NIV).
I pray you will join me in choosing to live in the hope and joy that is Jesus!!
Mike

“God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement,
through the shedding of his blood”
(Romans 3:25a)
Well friends, here we are in December of 2020 and I sincerely pray that you are doing well despite a
rather challenging year to say the least. As Christians, we are confident that God is on his sovereign throne, and
we are simply called to believe the words of Psalm 9:10, which says, “Those who know your name trust in you,
for you, LORD, have never forsaken those who seek you.”
We find ourselves already in the weeks of Advent, remembering the first coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ, while also anticipating his promised return. This is an important time of the year both for reflection and
celebration as we turn our attention to God and to the majesty of the gospel. Although we typically focus on
Christ’s incarnation in this season, I would like to continue exploring Romans 3 a bit more this month, which
gives its primary attention to the cross that lies beyond the manger. In this passage we are certainly wading
into deep theological waters as the Apostle Paul helps clarify the very heart of the gospel.
Paul begins by explaining what the cross of Christ actually is. Yes, we know that Jesus was historically
crucified on a cross by the hands of the Romans as the result of an unjust and hasty trial demanded by many
Jewish leaders. However, that is certainly not what the cross ultimately was. It was neither an accidental misfortune for Jesus personally nor a tragic failure to his cause. Rather, before the foundations of the world God
ordained the shedding of Jesus’ blood and the death of his Son on the cross because it served, in Paul’s words
here in Romans 3:25, as a “sacrifice of atonement.” This language is specifically meant to recall in Jewish ceremonial rituals when atonement for the sins of the people were made at the “mercy seat” located inside the
tabernacle. Paul is pointing to the fact that Christ is not only the location where this supreme “atonement” is
made for sins, he is also the essence of the sacrifice itself. Paul views Jesus as the meeting place of God and
man, particularly where the mercy of God is available to us through God’s sacrifice of His Son.
But what does this say about us? Well, the clear implication is the fact that we are all sinners deserving
the just wrath of God. And this is Paul’s primary argument in the first two chapters of Romans. The gospel is
good news because it announces a way for us to be saved from the judgment we rightly deserve. The whole
basis why a sacrifice of atonement was necessary is because sins must be rightly dealt with and judged. “The
wages of sin is death…(Rom. 6:23).”
So the cross is clearly God’s plan of saving sinners from the just punishment we deserve. Christ took
our punishment upon himself in his death in order to give us life! Unarguably, this is good news for us. Yes, in
his mercy, God’s purpose was to save us. But Paul highlights here another motivating purpose in the gospel as
he says in the Romans 3:25-26:
He did this to demonstrate his righteousness, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished--26 he did it to demonstrate his righteousness at the present time, so as to be just and
the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus.
We need to realize that God’s great purpose in the gospel is to bring glory to himself by maintaining his perfect
justice. He did not merely ignore our sins or sweep them under the rug for someone else to deal with later.
Rather, he judged and punished them in full according to his righteousness at the cross. Yet, in one supreme
act he not only displayed his justice, but his mercy as well. This is why Paul says that God is both the “just and
the one who justifies…” The righteous judge is also the one who makes us righteous in his sight!
So what should we do about all this? Well, Paul mentions twice in these two verses the necessity of
“faith.” The sacrifice of atonement that took place in the shedding of Jesus’s blood is “to be received by faith
(vs. 25).” Likewise, God is the just and the one who justifies “those who have faith in Jesus (vs. 26).” We are
called to live a life of faith centered in the truth of the gospel. Our hope is rooted and grounded in the fact that
God will absolutely maintain his justice no matter what. Furthermore, because of his great love towards us, he
offered his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sin, upholding his justice and saving us at the same time.
In the Peace of Our Lord,
Daniel

Missing your Village Missions bulletin insert?
For now, they will be published in the monthly Newsletter!

The Dawning of Indestructible Joy—Daily Readings for Advent
by John Piper
Reviewed by Gail Arterburn
The season of Advent is a time to prepare for the celebration of Christmas. Most, if not all
of us, have grown up in a culture that celebrates Christmas. Unfortunately, our familiarity
with the holiday may be detrimental to our being rightly amazed at this incredible event – which Piper calls “the
dawning of indestructible joy.”
This is a small little book with 25 devotional readings for Advent – beginning on December 1 through December 25. Each devotional is only two or three pages long – but they are pages that should be savored and
thought deeply about. If you continue through all of them, I know you will be increasingly blessed as Christmas
draws near.
For me, the reading on December 10 was worth the whole book. So, here is a little foretaste: “…..the coming of
the Son of God into the world is so much more than a historical fact. It was a message of hope sent by God to
teenagers and single parents and crabby husbands and sullen wives and overweight women and impotent men
and disabled neighbors and people with same-sex attraction and preachers and lovers – and you. Thus says
the Lord: the meaning of Christmas is that what is good and precious in your life need never be lost, and what
is evil and undesirable in your life can be changed.”
That is a message we all need to hear, and hear, and hear again. May your Christmas be filled with indestructible joy!
This book can be downloaded as a PDF at https://document.desiringgod.org/the-dawning-of-indestructiblejoy-en.pdf?ts=1446648252

Angel Tree
As most of you know, each year we participate with Prison Fellowship’s
Angel Tree to provide gifts for the children of parents who are incarcerated.
This year, due to the pandemic, all of our Angel Tree involvement will be
done virtually. This means that you would go to a website, choose a child or children to sponsor
and then pay directly on the website. Each child will receive a $20 Walmart gift card and there is
an additional fee of $2 per child to handle shipping and Christian materials that are included. If
you are uncomfortable using or find it difficult to navigate the computer/website, please feel free
to donate to the church and mark your offering “Angel Tree.” We will then take your monies and
sponsor children from our list (we have 81 this year-at the time of publishing, there are still 68 of
those children yet to be sponsored). The website is
https://rebrand.ly/graeagle-church and our church code is 77XJN.
If you have questions,
don’t hesitate to call the church office.

The December, January, February issue of “Our Daily Bread” is available at the church. If you would
like a copy and are not able to pick one up, we would be happy to deliver one or mail it to you. Just
contact Carolyn in the church office. Please note that the devotionals are also available online at
https://odb.org/?s=daily+devotionals&blog=1

By Phone
1.

Dial (408) 638-0968

2. Enter meeting ID# 892 3561 7768,
then press #
3. There will be a request to enter an optional
Personal ID #. Ignore this and press # to
continue.

Sunday Morning Worship
Since Plumas County has been moved into the PURPLE TIER,
church activities and events are uncertain at best.
Currently there are no indoor services or gatherings.
Church family, please watch your email for updates!
10 AM Worship Service
Live streaming on YouTube and Facebook
at Graeagle Community Church
Live on Zoom (Audio Only)
1 PM Outdoor Worship in Faith Park
Saturdays
Men’s Bible Study with Pastor Daniel on Zoom
Currently studying the book of Romans. Contact Daniel for more info

4. You should be admitted to join the conference
by phone. You will automatically be muted unless you press *
By Computer:
Option #1 Join Zoom Meeting by clicking: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89235617768
Meeting ID: 892 3561 7768
Option #2 Open a web browser and go to
www.zoom.us and select "join a meeting" in the
upper right corner. Then enter the Meeting ID:
892 3561 7768
You have the option to either download and use
a Zoom software application on your computer
or continue and join through your web browser. Either way, you will need to enter the meeting ID# 892 3561 7768, make sure Zoom has permission to use your camera and microphone, and
join the conference.

Christmas Presence
Amid the secular trappings of the holidays, we can lose sight of the true meaning of Christmas, until we
lament with Charlie Brown, “Isn’t there anyone who knows what Christmas is all about?”
These reminders call us back to where it all began — in the heart of God.
“The giving of gifts is not something [people] invented. God started the giving spree when he gave a gift
beyond words, the unspeakable gift of his Son.” —Robert Flatt
“Who can add to Christmas? The perfect motive is that God so loved the world. The perfect gift is that he
gave his only Son. The only requirement is to believe in him. The reward of faith is that you shall have
everlasting life.” —Corrie ten Boom
“The great challenge left to us is to cut through all the glitz and glam of the season that has grown increasingly secular and commercial, and be reminded of the beauty of the One who is Christmas.” —Bill Crowder
“If we do not set aside time to focus together on what God’s word tells us about the promise of Christ, on
Christmas morning we can find ourselves surrounded by mounds of torn gift wrap, our laps full of presents,
but with hearts that are empty and unprepared.” ―Nancy Guthrie
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7:30 AM Men’s
Zoom Bible Study

6 PM Zoom
Online Bible
Study
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Second Sunday of Advent
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31

7:30 AM Men’s
Zoom Bible Study

10 AM Online
Worship
12 Noon BYOL –
Faith Park
1 PM Outdoor
Worship-Faith

13

Third Sunday
of Advent

7:30 AM Men’s
Zoom Bible Study

10 AM Online
Worship
1 PM Outdoor
Worship-Faith
Park

20

Fourth Sunday
of Advent
10 AM Online
Worship
1 PM Outdoor
Worship-Faith
Park

27

8 AM Worship
10 AM Worship

1-Will Poole

15-Duane & Nanci Benedict

3-Dottie Yates

16-Jordan & Brittini Wade

5-Emrick Butterfield

20-John & Bev Mitchell

6-Laura Thompson
Kelly Wheaton

29-Gene & Marlene Nelson

10-Guy Tant
12-Katie Murphy
13-Alyssa Deacon
17-Bob Greene
25-Michael Preston
Carol Stanton
27-Clara Ransom
Jack Ransom
31-Rich Green

